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SIR, 51 85 9 Ai November. 296176 ; 
o O preſerve the Memory of thoſe who have been any 
Ways ſerviceable to Mankind, hath been always looked * 
* upoti as diſcharging a Debt which we owe to our Bene- 
; J factors. The ancient Heathens carried their Gratitude © 
do an unwarrantable Height, and even deified thoſe who 
| had boon remarkably beneficial to them by their Inventions and Im- 
proyements. We haye been in all times happy in Perſons, who have 
been famous on the ſeveral Stages where Providence hath placed them; 
whether to govern the Church or Nation, to adminiſter the Laws, — - © + 
to preſide in the Cabinet, —to command in the Field, — to direct and. -- 
improve Navigation and Commerce, to exerciſe uſeful Arts. to carry 
the Liberal Sciences to a higher Degree of Perfection, and to clear up 
thoſe more abſtruſe Points of Knowledge, which before lay wrapped 
up in Darkneſs and Uncertainty. - Of theſe Men, thoſe whom the 
World knew, it hath celebrated: But, in the Literary Way, there have 
been many, whoſe very Names have been a Secret to us, *whilſt their 
Works (which appeared anonymous, or elſe the Author concealed 
himſelf under ſome 5&itious Appellation,) have been greatly admired | 
and univerſally eſteemed. 
After this Preface, I beg of you, through the Circle of your Ac- 
quaintance, to introduce to the learned World, one, to whom they. 
little think they are ſo much obliged ; — one, who was known as an 
Author only to his i intimate Friends, and whoſe remarkable Modeſty 
guarded his great Erudition from the too common Foible of Oſtentation. 
The Perſon I mean was CHARLES Havyzs, Eſq; who died at his 
Chambers i in Gray Inn, December the 18", 1760, 1 in the 824 Year of 


his Age. 4 When 
ae. EE "Ii | 


1 A * . 
—— ——— Aww — 3 _ ——E—: n — ͤ— —— — —— OOO — —— — 


— — — F— z — —— Es 


* 


N ? 3. 2. . * 
— LOTS. FI 


* 
* 


| * * | "IF 

When he was ene Years of At. A, D. 1704, he became 
diſtinguiſhed by his much eſteemed Treatiſe of Fluxions, printed that 
Year in Folio, with his Name prefixed ; but in whatever he publiſhed | 
ſince that Time, -the Author lay concealed. Whether this was before 
or after his Voyage to Africa, where he ſpent ſome Time, I know not: 


But wherever he was, or whatever Buſineſs he was engaged i in, "he ſtill - 


found Time to apply- to his Studies, 

In 17 io came out a: ſmall Pamphlet of his of Ning Pages in 
Nuar!o, intitled. A New and Eaſy Method to find out the Longitude, 
« from the Obſervation of the Altitudes of the Cœleſtial Bodies.“ 

And in 1723, he publiſhed in Exgliſd, in an Odtavo Size, The 
% Moon, a Philoſophical Dialogue, written in the moſt genteel and 
polite Language, and tending to ſhew, that the Moon is not a meer 
dark and opake Body, but is Miſtreſs of no inconſiderable Share of | 
Light of her own. | 

I have been told, that he W ſpent much Time and Labour 
in making Philoſophical Experiments; but nothing on theſe Subjects 
hath ſeen the Light. This was before I had the Pleafure of knowing 
him. My Acquaintance with him commenced about Thirty Years ago; 


during all which Time, (though the Management of the late Royal 
African Company lay in a manner wholly on him, he being choſen 


annually either Sub-Governor or Deputy-Governor, yet) he continued 


to ſatisfy his Thirſt after Knowledge, and to his Skill in the other 
Languages added that of the Hebrew. He applied himſelf with 
_ Affiduity to the Reading of alb the ancient Hiſtorians, and with the 


oreateſt Attention read the Hiſtory of the Bible ; and, endeavouring 
to ſolve the Difficulties which had perplexed many learned Men, laid 


e 5 Plan to reduce all into a Chronological Form, according to what be, 


thought to be the true Order of Time. 
He much admired that Tranſlation of the Scriptures into Greek, 


' which bears the Name of the Septuagint : And carefully read and 


critically examined the Hiſtory of that Verſion compoſed by Arifteas, 


which had been looked upon by many Perſons of great Worth and 
| Leaming, 
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Learning, as no better than a Romance, or a forged Storyz and 
when he had completed his Enquiries on this Head, in 1736 he 
| publiſhed, in OFavo, © A Vindication of the Hiſtory: of the Sep- 
« tuagint from their Miſrepreſentations.” 

His next Work is a very learned, curious and valuable Piece of 
Criticiſm. It was publiſhed in Oase, in 1738, and is ſtiled, A 
Critical Examination of the Holy Goſpels according to St Matrbew 
« and St Luke, with regard to the Hiſtory of the Birth and Infancy of 
% our Lord Jzsvs CHRIST.“ In which he hath beyond Contradiction 
clearly and fully fixed, that which had been long diſputed, the Year 
in which the bleſſed I Esus was born. | 

After this he returned to his favourite Study, the Settling of Times; ; 
and in 1741, came out his © Diſſertation on the Chronology of the 
« Septuagint : With an Appendix, ſhewing, that the Chaldæan and 
Egyptian Antiquities, hitherto eſteemed fabulous, are perfectly con- 
« ſiſtent with the Cotnputations of that moſt ancient Verſion of the 
« Holy Scriptures.” In OFavr. A Work of great Labour and won- 
derful Sagacity 3 in which the Ages of the Patriarchs, and the Vari- 
ation there is in this particular, between the Hebrew, the Septuagint 
and 7oſephus, are largely conſidered ; a pious Regard is always re- 
tained both for the Hebrew and Greek Text, and "ſome Conjectures 
modeſtly offered for the Integrity of them both; and thoſe who read this 
Tract, will in the Appendix find Matter ſufficient to ſatisfy a learned 
Curioſity, and to make them view the Chaldæan and Egyptian Hiſtories 
in another Light than that which they have hitherto appeared i in. 
Not contented with going thus far, in 1747, he printed, in the ſame 

Size, A Supplement” to the laſt mentioned Diſſertation : In which 
he gives a complete Series of the Kings of Argos and Athens from Inachus, 
and likewiſe of the old Emperors of China, from Fobi to the Birth of 
'CnrIsT: And at the ſame time ſhews, that the Chronology of all theſe 
Nations perfectly agrees with the Septuagint. 
Theſe (excepting ſome occaſional Tracts in Defence of the Royal 
| African Company) are, I think, all the Engl Works of this learned 
a and 
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and indefatigable Author; moſt of which I had the Pleaſure- of ſeeing 
before they went to the Preſs; and had the Liberty allowed me of im- 
parting my Sentiments of them to him. If I differed in any thing 
from him, as I could not eſpouſe all his Opinions, and never made 
him a Compliment of my own; he would reply in ſo mild a manner, 
that I never left him without admiring his great Fund of Learning, 
the clear Method in which he explained his Mind, and his ſedate and 
ſerene Temper, . 
A Period being put to the Affairs and Being of the Old African 
1 Company, 1752. Mr Haves found himſelf happily exonerated from 
| that Burden, which, though he had ſo long ſupported it, yet it was not 
altogether ſuitable to his-Inclinations. He juſt before this purchaſed 
a a pretty Retirement at Down in Kent, and withdrawing thither, gave 
himſelf up wholly to his beloved Studies. He had now Leiſure to 
| look over his Papers and reviſe them; and to conſider what Materials 
he had already provided for his grand Deſign : And, as appears by the 
Date on the Manuſcript, which he did not live to publiſh, in May 1753, 
he began to compile in Latin, his Chronographia Afiatica & Agyptiaca. 
This was a laborious Undertaking for a Perſon of Seventy-five Years 
of Age; but it pleaſed Gop, notwithſtanding his recluſe and ſedentary 
Life, to bleſs him with tolerable Health, and to preſerve | his Intellects 
clear and ſtrong till within a few Days of his Death. The laſt Date 
annexcd to this Latin Manuſcript is 1756; ſo. that, imagine, he 
finiſhed it in that Year, or ſoon after. 
In Auguſt 1758, he left his Houſe in Kent, and fe the ſake of his 
Health, and of ſome more agreeable Converſation than that retired | 
Place could afford him, being now about Eighty Years of Age, took 
Chambers in Gray's-Inn; and there in 1759, he ſhewed, as ke ſaid, 
that he had not led an indolent Life in the Country, by acquainting the 
learned World with what he had done, in a Latin Piece, in Oave, 
intitled, Chronographiz A ſiaticæ & Ægyptiacæ Specimen, In quo, 
J. Origo Chronologiæ LXX Interpretum inveſtigatur. II. Con- 


e ſpectus totius — exhibotur,” 8 Under the firſt Part he ſhews, 
that 
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that both the Seventy Interpreters and Joſepbus took their Syſtem of 
Chronology from ſeveral ancient Writings, (diſtinẽt from the ſacred 
Books of the Old Teſtament) which had for many Ages been carefully 
preſerved by the Prieſts, in the Library belonging to the Temple of 
Feruſalem, The Second is a ſummary View of the whole great Work, 
which he hath left behind him in Manuſcript, in a large Folio Size, all 
written with his own Hand, and that a ſurprizingly fair and clean one, 
- which neither diſcovers any Weakneſs of Nerves, nor any of thoſe 
Tremors incident to advanced Age. This Work, in the Preface to his 
Specimen, he ſaith he. hath happily finiſhed, and ſpeaking in the fol- 
lowing manner gives the Title of it, Novum aggreſſi ſumus Opus 
quod jam auxiliante Deo, feliciter abſolvimus ſub hoc Titulo:— 
« Chronographia Aſialica & Afgyptiaca ab orbe condito ad Chriſtum 
«© natum per annos 5500, ad hdem SE Wann deftig 
« & illuſtrata _ 

When he preſented me vith the printed 9 I was thereby 


furniſhed with a proper Opportunity of preſſing him to begin the Pub- 


lication of the large Work, telling him it could never come out with 
equal Advantage from any other Hands, but thoſe who compoſed and 
wrote it. It is no Wonder if the weighty Labour of attendiug the Preſs, 
did at his time of Life deter him from undertaking it: But he was ſo 
far from neglecting this valuable Performance, that he enjoined his 
worthy Executor to put all his Papers on this Subject into the Hands 
of one who ſhould either uſher them into the World, or collect them 
together, reviſe them, and put the Book into ſuch a Condition as it 
might not be thought an inſignificant Preſent to a * n in 

one of the Univerſities. 
In ſhort, after the Death of my Friend, the Papas were recom- 
mended to my Care, however unequal tothe Taſk, and were carefully 
read over by me: But as they conſiſted moſtly of . looſe Quires, and 
partly of looſe Sheets, and ſome of theſe were by him copied over more 
than once; it was no little Trouble to collate them, and required ſome 
Judgment to diſtinguiſh which of thoſe Copies (which were not complete 
Duplicates, 
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Wers for they varied from each other) "ſhould ſtand as a Part of | 
the Work : And this I was to determine, ſometimes from the Date, 
Where there was one annexed, which diſcovered which was his laſt 
Thought; and ſometimes from other intrinſic Conſiderations. I often 
met with Corrections and Additions on the Back of a Sheet, which I 
thought would be much more authentic and ſatisfactory, if they were 
left ſtanding there in the Author's own Hand-writing, than to tranſcribe 
and inſert them in their proper Places: And I was very cautions of 
letting my Hand appear in theWork, except where correcting a miſtaken 
Letter or Word, tranſcribing of ſome Slip of Paper, or adding a few 
Lines by Way of Connection, required it. 

I now proceed to give a brief Account of the whole Work, for the 
Advantage of thoſe who have not teen the 2282 Specimen, where 
it is more fully treated of. 
| It confiſts of Two Parts; the former, which is s much the largeſt, is 

a Kind of IniroduFion or Prolegomena to the Second, which is the Canon 
 Chronologicus. The Introduction is divided into Eight Sections; viz. 

Sxcr. I. Of the Period of 5500 Years from the Creation of the World 
to the Birth of CHRIST; compoſed of Seven leſſer Periods. The Apes 
of the Patriarchs.— T he Th imes of the Judges. — The Kings of Judas | 
and Tjrael, compared. 

Sxcr. II. Of the Kings of the Aſſrians. 

Seer. III. Of the Governors and Kings of Media. 

'Szcr. IV. Of the Kings of Chaldæa and Perſia. 

Sgr. V. Of the Chronology of the Egyplians.— Of the chief Cities 

of Egypt. Of the Dynaſties of Manetbho.— Of the ancient Chronicle of 

the Egy/tians. Of the Thirty- eight Kings of the Thebans, from Era- 

ſoſtbenes.— Of Syncellus's Catalogue of the Eighty-ſix Kings of Egypt... 

Of the Arrival of the Shepherds and the ſojourning of the Children off 

Ifrael in Egypt. — A Series of the Kings of Egypt from Joſepbus and 

Syncellus, amended.— Of the Years and Epochs of the Egyptians. _Of 

the Fifteen firſt Dynaſties of Manerho.--Of the Nineteenth and Twentieth 

£2 5s Way of the Kings of the Dioſpolizes,-Of the State of Egypt towards 
1 the 


3 

the End of the. Twentieth Dynaſty. — Of che Six remaining Dynaſties 
from the Twenty - firſt to the Twenty · ſixth. Animadverſions on the 
preceding Series of Kings. Of the State of Egypt from the End of 
the Twentyyfifth Dynaſty to its Conqueſt by Cambyſes King of Perſia.— 
A View ofithe Eaſtern Affairs, en the Deathof Tofias, to the Time 
of the ſaid Conqueſt. 

_ Szcr. VI. Of the Chronology of the Greeks, — Catalogues of the 
Kings of the Sicyonians, Argives and Athenians. = Archontes of the 
Athenians, from the taking of Troy to the firſt Olympiad, _ 


- Sxcr, VII. Of the Chfonology of the Jewib Rabbins, who lived 


after the Deſtruction of the Second Temple; viz. R. Joſe Ben Chelpetha, 


R. Abrabam Ben David, R. Abraham Zaculb, R. Gedalia and R. David 


Ganx. 


Recapitulation of the preceeding Work, and the principal View to 
which it tends ; namely, to eſtabliſh the Authority of the Computation 
of Time uſed by the Seventy Interpreters. 

After this follows the Second Part, ſtiled, Canan Chronicus Generalis. 
Theſe Chronological Tables, in Collateral Columns ſhew in one View 
the ſeveral contemporary Monarchs, and the Times in which they lived. 
The Firſt Part of it begins with the Creation of the World, and ends at 
the founding of the Temple of Feruſalem by Solomon. The Second ex- 
tends from thence to the Seventh Year of Arlaxerxes Longimanus King 
of Perſia, 

And here the Author's Manuſcript ſeaves off; and the Chronology 
of 455 Years is wanting to complete the Deſign which was to have 
been brought down to the Year of the World 5500; in which he fixes 
the Birth of Cx&1sT, This Deficiency I have endeavoured to ſupply, 
as well as I could, according to the Author's Syſtem; and have bound 
it up at the End of the Manuſcript. In that Part of the Chronology 
if the Author's Writing, are ſeveral valuable Notes for explaining 
Difficulties which occurred. 
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Szer. VIII. The Author calls „ The Epilogue,” giving a brief 
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| „ ald thus diſcovered the true Author of the — Tieatiſes! ; 
"9 and made it known that-the original Manuſcript Copy of this elaborate 
Work, of near Three-hundred Pages in a large Folio, is now in Being, | 
and in ſafe Hands, in the Condition before related; and having given 
a brief View of its Contents; I think it time to conclude 'my long 
| 11 Letter with one Obſervation concerning the Uſefulneſs of it to the 
I curiqus Searchers after the true Doctrine of Times, The Variation 
| 1 in the two Computations is very great, and learned Men have taken 
| different Sides in determining the important Queſtion, What my 
| 


Sentiments are in this Point is not material; nor'need 1 ſay, which of 
the Sides is now more generally eſpouſed : But as both of them are 
attended with no inconſiderable Difficulties,. thoſe who take Part with 
the Greet Chronologiſts, will here meet with the Objections of their 
oOpfponents coolly ſifted into, and all the Arguments in favour of the 
. Septuagint Account ſet in a ſtrong and clear Light: And thoſe who 

x receive the Hebrew Computation, will perhaps find ſomething, before 
new to them, urged againſt their Opinion, which they will think 
worthy of their Conſideration, if not of an Anſwer. A third Sort, 
who are unwilling to enter into a Controverſy of this Nature, will here 
meet with a greater Store of Eaſtern and Egyptian Hiſtory and Anti- 
quities, laid down in a conciſe and maſterly Way, and founded on 
ſubſtantial 8 than "_y other Book of my — 12 afford 
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